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LOUGHBOROUGH UNIVERSITY 

Library users’ Committee 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 7th May 2014 
 

Mr A Sutton (Chair) 
 

Dave Coates Julie Fisher Martin Hallnas 
Rob Seager Gilbert Shama  

 
In attendance from the Library: Gary Brewerton, Jeff Brown, Ginny Franklin, Rebecca 
Laing, Sharon Reid, Emma Walton 

 
1. Introductions to new members and apologies for absence 

Apologies – Andrew Dix, Clive Edwards, Louise Fletcher, Richard Hodgkins, 
Andrea Jenkins, Jeremy Leaman, Steph McKeating, Graham Walton, Dominic 
Wring, Helen Young 
 

2. Minutes of the last meeting held on 5th February 2014 
Action 1: Tony to send a recommendation from the Committee to Jonathan 
Walters – Tony to check  

 
Items for report 
 

3. Librarian’s report 
• Librarian’s post - It is hoped that the Librarian’s post will be advertised 

externally in the near future. There is also a change in line manager and the 
Librarian’s post now reports to the Deputy Chief Operating Officer.  

• Budget - The budget submission has been submitted to the University. It 
includes a proposal for an uplift to the materials budget  

• Strategic planning - The Library’s strategic plan is in the process of being re-
written to reflect the University’s new strategic direction. 3 groups were formed 
to look at the areas of : physical resources (including the building), virtual 
resources, and staff. These groups have completed their initial reports and the 
SMT will draw together the various proposals to formulate a new strategic plan 
for the Library. It is hoped that this will be completed by the end of June.  

• Open access - New Hefce guidelines have been produced for open access 
and the next REF exercise 
(http://www.hefce.ac.uk/whatwedo/rsrch/rinfrastruct/oa/policy/). The new policy 
states that for all journal papers and conference papers (with ISSNs) 
submitted to the post-2014 REF, authors’ final peer-reviewed manuscripts 
must have been deposited in an institutional (or subject repository) on 
acceptance for publication. Credit is also given for other categories of 
publications. The policy covers all papers accepted from the 1st April 2016 
onwards, but HECFE would like to see it implemented straight away.  
As part of the budget submission, the Library has requested an additional post 
of Research Data Manager to work alongside the Institutional Repository 
Manager. This is in response to the RCUK, and particularly the EPSRC, policy 

http://www.hefce.ac.uk/whatwedo/rsrch/rinfrastruct/oa/policy/
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of research data that expects research organisations to publish appropriately 
structured metadata online describing the research data they hold, normally 
within 12 months of the data being generated. In line with the RCUK Common 
Principles, it is expected that data will be made available in a timely and 
responsible manner. The EPSRC expects data to be maintained securely for 
10+ years.  

• Social Learning Spaces - Early discussions are taking place on developing 
various locations on campus as social learning spaces. Graham Walton from 
the Library has been appointed to the Project Management Board.  

• 24/7 opening - The Library is reviewing its procedures for the next session of 
24/7 opening. The successful marketing campaign for alternative study spaces 
across campus during January will be repeated and it is likely that the 
procedures developed during January will be refined for the forthcoming exam 
period.  

• Library Image Competition –the 2014 Library image competition was launched 
last week . This year it is all about our Facebook page and the competition is 
to find an image that we can use to make our Facebook page more engaging 
and shortlisted images will be judged via Facebook.  
The website for more details is 
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/services/library/news/competition2014/  
 

Items for discussion 
 

4. Number of books held for modules/module types  
Carried over from last meeting –   Following discussions about core materials 
the PVC (Learning and Teaching) feels that Departments should not purchase  
textbooks for students. The Library has guidelines for the purchase of books- 
for key texts this is 1 for every ten students with a maximum of 35. This is 
used as a base line, with ALs looking at particular cases. 

 
5. The information requirements and role of the LLOs 

 http://www.lboro.ac.uk/media/wwwlboroacuk/content/library/downloads/userco
mmittee/llo-role.pdf 
Key points from user committee are filtered to the departments from the LLOs. 
One key area is the annual subscriptions review. Could we use data to help 
with review? Tony asked for additional suggestions from LLOs around the 
area of two way communication. 

 It was suggested a timetable with list of events through the year is created.  
ACTION 1: Library to attach a timetable document to the role of the LLO 
document on the website.  
Usage stats are available for LLOs if required. 
Tony suggested that we discuss the possibility of LLOs put together a small 
department report for Library Users Committee if appropriate. This was part of 
a wider ranging discussion and Tony requested views to be submitted to him 
via email or offline discussion. 
It was agreed that signing for Library loan requests is no longer required on 
the LLO description. 
Some other statistics could inform discussions between ALs and LLOs such 
as :- 
 

http://www.lboro.ac.uk/services/library/news/competition2014/
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/media/wwwlboroacuk/content/library/downloads/usercommittee/llo-role.pdf
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/media/wwwlboroacuk/content/library/downloads/usercommittee/llo-role.pdf
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• Teaching statistics ( number of sessions, attendance, other incl feedback) 
• 1 to-1 – number of appointments taken by Academic Librarians 
• Loan stats 
• Spend 
• Building use statistics 
• IR submissions 
• Open Access information 
• Module feedback 
• NSS statistics 

 
If you would like any further information on these topics please contact Emma 
Walton. 

 
6. Forthcoming Library surveys 

Building evaluation survey in conjuction with FM is underway and is open to 
staff and students––:https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/99S6MFW 
 
ACTION 2: LLOs to circulate to staff and students. 
An additional survey on bibliographic software  will be taking place in June to 
look at use of this software as well as particular tools. 
 

 Evaluations so far - Movember, National libraries day and an opinion tree. 
 Movember: Asked what they thought about the new library and linked this 

with the Movember charity. What they liked least – lack of computers, and 
would like sockets.  
National libraries day: What they liked most about level 4: silent study, 
favourite place to work. Changes: Plug sockets, more group studies and food. 
General comments: Café hours, noise, more computers. 
Opinion tree: Longer opening hours, more plug sockets, more computers. 
 

7. Announcements and departmental developments 
Nothing to report  
 

8. AOB 
 Nothing to report 
 

9. Dates of meetings for 2014/2015 
Suggested dates -  
Wednesday 29th October 2014,  
Wednesday 7th January 2015,  
Wednesday 13th May 2015  

  
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/99S6MFW

